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Additienal index words.

“Nesbitt” is a black-fruited muscadine grape
(Vitis rotundifolia Michx.) relezsed by the
Morth Carolina Agriculiural Research Ser-
viee, "Meshitt’ is named in memory of the
late De. William B. Nesbiit, who was in-
strumental in muscadine grape improve-
men.

Origin

*Nesbitt’ Originated from a cross of *Fry’
X *Cowart’ made by Dr. Neshitt in 1967. It
was selected in 1971, designated NCATAD] 3-
12, and placed in a replicated yield tral at
the Horticultural Crops Research Station near
Clinton, N.C. The trial was a completely
randomized design with B single vine repli-
cations trained to the Geneva double-curtain
trellis. Plants were distributed to the Florida,
Georgia, and Mississippi Agricultural Ex-
periment Stations as part of Southern Re-
gional Trial 5-142. Observation plots alsa
were planted at Jackson Springs and Clay-
ton, N.C,

Description

‘Meshit® has perfect, self-fertile flowers
which develop into large high quality (Table
1} black-fruited berries. Under North Care-
lina conditions, the vines are as productive
(Table 2) and winter hardy as “Carlos’ and
‘MNoble’, but tend 1o be slightly less vigor
ous. “Nesbitt’ blooms with *Carlos’ and ‘No-
ble" but ripens over a longer time period than
cither. *Nesbitt’ ripens over 4 or § weeks
starting in early September and ending early
October at Clinton (Fig. 1), whereas 'Carlos

and ‘Noble’ ripen over a | or 2 week period

Received for publication 21 Dec. 1984 Paper No.
3646 of the J. Ser. of the North Carolina Agr.
Expt. 5ta. Raleigh, N.C. The authors acknowl-
edge the assistance of John Earp in the evaluation
and releass of ‘Mesbitt’, The cost of publishing
this paper was defrayed in part by the payment of
page charges. Under postal regulations, this paper
therefore must be hereby marked advertisement
solely 1o indicate this fact.

LAssistant Professor,

*Professor [deceased).

HorTSciencE, VoL, 20(4) Aucust 1985

Vitiy ranundifolia, froit breeding . Glomerella cingrlarn

in mid-Seprember, The extended ripening of
*‘Meshin® is appealing to prowers, since they
do not have to market larpe amounts of fruit
over a short period of tge. This trait is es-
pecially useful to those ::;}qu interested in
fresh fruit sales and pick-your-own opera-
tions. Because of the natre oftits ripening
and the fact that the pigments in wine made
from ‘Mesbitt’ are not stable over long term
storage (D.E. Carrol, personal communica-
tion}, "Meshitt’ is recommended only for fresh
fruit sales, pick-your-own vineyards, o

dooryard plantings. ‘Nesbitt’ tends to have .

a wel stem scar if allowed to stay on the vine
bevond peak maturity; therefore, 1o maintain
fresh fruit quality, fruit showld be harvested
at regular intervals,

Commercial production of *Mesbitt” will
require an adequate disease control program.,
It is similar to "Carlos” and ‘Moble’ in tol-
crance to leaf diseases but has better toler-
ance of fruit discases than “Carlos’ especially

Table 1. Characieristics of 'Meshin', *Carlos',
and “Noble® grapes ai Honicultural Crops Re-
search Station, Clinton, MN.C.7 gl

Berry Berries! _Soluble
Cultivar  size (g)F bunch*  solids (%)
Meshill 1.5 a B.2 b 168 b
Carlos 54b T8b 6.5 b
BNohlc 4.4 ¢ 193 a 17.7 a

*Four-year averages from & replicutions. Numbers
fallowed by the same lener are not significanily
different at the 5% leve] {Duncan's multiple mape
test). &

*Mean of 10 andomly selecied berries per repli-
cation over'd years.

*Mean of 10 randomly selected clusters per rep-
lication over 4 years.,

ripe rot [Glomerella cingulata (Stonem)

Spaulding & Von Schrenck].

Reports from stale experiment stations in
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and other lo-
cations within North Carclina have been fa-
vorable regarding vield, disease, cold
tolerance, and grower acceptability.

Availability

A limited number of dormant plants can
be obtained by contacting Mike Baker, N.C.
Foundation Sced Producers Inc., P.O. Box
33245, Method Siation, Raleiph, NC 27606,

Table 2. Yield of 'Neshin®, 'Carlos’, and *Noble' grapes at the Horticuliural Crops Fesearch Station,
Clinton, N.C. Vines trained t0 a Geneva double-curtain trellis a1 3.05 6.1 m spacing.

Yield (kgivine) S=year avp
Cultivar 1979 1930 1951 1982 1283 kgivine MTra®
Meshitl 2E.8 40.8 48.7 389 27.3 36.9 9.9
Carlos M.5 49.4 43.6 45.F 278 40.2 21.6
Naoble 333 423 9.4 41.2 9.6 373 0.0

"Walves not significantly different at the 5% level using an F test.

Fig. | ‘Nesbin® grape photographed 18 Scpr. 1984 showing range in fipening.



